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BYLAWS FOR THE SANTA CRUZ METRO 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Article I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
§1.1 Purpose - Bylaws 
 

These Bylaws shall govern the proceedings of the METRO Advisory 
Committee (MAC), an advisory committee established by the Board of 
Directors of the Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District (METRO).  

 
§1.1.1 Purpose – METRO Advisory Committee (MAC) 
 

The MAC members serve at the pleasure of the Santa Cruz Metropolitan 
Transit District Board of Directors.  The purpose of the MAC is to provide a 
citizen forum (advisory committee) in which the METRO Board and 
CEO/General Manager can delegate topics for discussion and in which 
recommendations can be formulated and communicated to the METRO 
Board of Directors.  MAC members should be current frequent riders of 
the fixed-route, paratransit or commuter services provided by Santa Cruz 
METRO and should approach their review of topics from a regional thinker 
perspective in their review of matters referred by the METRO Board of 
Directors or the CEO/General Manager. 

 
§1.2 Construction of Bylaws 
 

As used in these Bylaws, “MAC” means the METRO Advisory Committee.  
These Bylaws shall govern the MAC’s proceedings to the extent they are 
not inconsistent with METRO Administrative Code or Regulations or 
California or Federal law. These Bylaws or amendments become effective 
upon approval by the METRO Board of Directors. 

 
§1.2.1 Orderly Administration of MAC Meetings 
 

The MAC shall follow Robert’s Rules of Order or Sturgis, the Standard 
Code of Parliamentary Procedure, as may be adopted by the current Chair 
of MAC. 

 
§1.3 Definitions: As used in these Bylaws: 
 

a. “Chair” means the Chair of the MAC Committee. 
b. “Vice chair” means the Vice Chair of the MAC Committee. 
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c. “Staff” means staff members that are assigned to support the MAC 
Committee by the METRO CEO/General Manager. 

 
 

Article II 
DUTIES AND AUTHORITY 

 
§2.1 Duties 
 

It shall be the duty of the MAC to provide recommendations to the Board 
of Directors on matters referred to the MAC by the Board or CEO/General 
Manager, and to perform such additional duties as assigned by the Board.  
The MAC may also address issues which members or the public raise with 
respect to the quantity and quality of services provided by METRO. 

 
§2.2 Limitations on Authority 
 

The sole jurisdiction and authority of the MAC is to serve in an advisory 
capacity to the Board of Directors.  MAC shall not have any authority to 
take actions that bind METRO or the Board of Directors. With the approval 
of the CEO/General Manager, and subject to budget considerations, the 
MAC may design informational signs to be placed on the inside of buses 
and it may design and distribute an informational brochure to increase the 
public’s knowledge of the operation and existence of the MAC.  MAC 
members are not allowed to give direction to the administrative support 
personnel or any other METRO employee. 

 
a. Reports to the Santa Cruz METRO Board of Directors. 

 
Communications by the MAC to the Board of Directors shall be through 
the CEO/General Manager.  All such communications shall be provided to 
the Board of Directors and placed on the next available Board agenda as 
a consent item under the heading of “communications to the Board from 
the MAC.”  

  
At the request of the MAC Chair or Vice Chair, and upon concurrence of a 
majority of the MAC members, matters which the MAC intends to discuss 
with the Board of Directors may be placed on the Board of Director’s 
agenda by the CEO/General Manager.  MAC shall comply with all 
requirements for the inclusion of such items on the Board’s agenda as are 
deemed appropriate by the CEO/General Manager. 

 
The MAC Chair or Vice Chair shall provide the Board of Directors an oral 
report on MAC activities twice a year, once in June and once in 
December. 
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Article III 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
§3.1 Membership 
 

a. Appointment to the MAC. 
 

The MAC shall be composed of no greater than 7 members appointed 
by the Board of Directors. All MAC members shall serve for a term of 4 
years and will serve at the pleasure of the Board of Directors.  
Members wishing to resign from an appointment may submit such 
resignation to the CEO/General Manager. 

 
The METRO Board of Directors shall nominate individuals to be 
considered for appointment as members of the MAC. Additionally, 
Santa Cruz County residents who have submitted an application 
directly to METRO shall be considered.  Annually, the METRO Board 
Chair shall appoint an Ad Hoc Committee composed of four members 
of the Board and who shall meet as needed to review the list of Board 
nominees and other citizen applications and make appointment 
recommendations to the full Board.  Appointments to the METRO 
Advisory Committee shall be made by the METRO Board of Directors. 

 
b. Composition of Membership on MAC. 

 
All members shall be residents of the County of Santa Cruz. When 
making its appointments, the Board shall strive to balance the 
membership to reflect the ethnic, gender, and geographic diversity of 
the County.  
 
To the extent it is practical, representation on MAC will be regular 
riders of the system and will include representatives of the following 
consumer groups: 

 
i. At least one member from the Disability community. 
ii. At least one member from University of California, Santa Cruz, who 

is either a student or employee of the same. 
iii. At least one member who is a commuter using the Highway 17 

service. 
iv. At least one member of the Disadvantaged Business Community. 
v. At least one member from Cabrillo College, who is either a student 

or an employee of the same. 
vi. At least one member who is a rider of Paratransit. 
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No member of the Board of Directors or elected public official shall be 
appointed to the Committee.  

 
No employee of METRO or any agency that provides funding to, or 
contracts with, METRO shall be appointed to the Committee. However, 
individuals who are employed by the University of California, Santa 
Cruz in departments other than the Transportation and Parking 
Services (TAPS), or in the offices that directly supervise TAPS, shall 
be exempt from the financial/contracting prohibition for MAC members 
outlined in this section. 

 
§3.2 Members’ Terms 
 

a. The term of membership of each MAC member shall be four years, 
commencing with the date of appointment by the METRO Board of 
Directors and terminating on December 31st of the year in which the 
seat expires. Members may be considered by the Board Ad Hoc 
Committee for reappointment for additional terms, as approved by the 
METRO Board of Directors. 
 

b. Effective January 2018, seat term limits shall follow the following term 
schedule in order to ensure quorum in future election years as follows: 
 
Seat 1:  December 31, 2021 
Seat 2:  December 31, 2021 
Seat 3:  December 31, 2021 
Seat 4:  December 31, 2019 
Seat 5:  December 31, 2020 
Seat 6:  December 31, 2020 
Seat 7:  December 31, 2019 
 
Thereafter, each seat’s term will be four years from appointment or re-
appointment. 
 

c. If a seat is vacated prior to the end of its designated term, the newly 
appointed MAC member shall fill the seat vacated through its 
designated termination date. 

 
§3.3 Attendance at MAC meetings. 
 

If a member accumulates no less than two consecutive absences from 
MAC Meetings, without a reasonable excuse, in any rolling twelve-month 
period, the position shall automatically be declared vacant. In the event of 
a known absence to an upcoming MAC Meeting, it is expected of the MAC 
Member(s) that they will contact the Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit 
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District Front Office Administration Staff by telephone as soon as the 
absence is known, but no later than 12:00PM (noon) on the day of the 
meeting, and that failure to make said contact will constitute an unexcused 
absence unless circumstances restrict such contact. The Board of 
Directors shall then be notified of the vacancy so the Ad Hoc Committee 
can then meet and recommend to the METRO Board a successor to be 
appointed to fill the remainder of the vacated MAC member’s term. 

 
§3.4 Compensation of MAC members 
 

No individual member of the MAC shall be entitled to compensation from 
METRO, with the exception that Members of the Committee shall receive 
one (1) system-wide day passes for each meeting that they attend. Any 
request for reimbursement for travel or other expenses shall not be 
considered unless approved in advance by the CEO/General Manager. 

 
§3.5 Vacancies 
 

When a vacancy is created or a MAC member’s term expires, the METRO 
Board shall be solicited for nominations.  The METRO Board nomination 
period shall be open for thirty (30) days following the notification to 
METRO Board Members of the vacancy(s).  The METRO Board shall be 
notified of the open nomination period via email correspondence.  
Following the conclusion of the thirty-day nomination period, the Ad Hoc 
Committee shall convene and review current MAC applications on file and 
current Board Member nominations.  The Ad Hoc Committee shall then 
make new appointee recommendation(s) to the full METRO Board for 
consideration and approval to fill the expired seat, or the remainder of the 
vacated MAC member’s term.  

 
 

Article IV 
OFFICERS 

 
§4.1 Chair and Vice Chair 
 

The MAC shall elect from its membership a Chair and a Vice Chair at the 
end of the agenda for the last meeting of the calendar year, to serve for a 
one-year term.  In election years when MAC members’ terms expire, the 
Chair and Vice Chair shall be elected at the first meeting after METRO 
Board appointments and/or reappointments of MAC members have been 
made, establishing a quorum. 
 
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the MAC and represent the MAC 
before the METRO Board of Directors.  The Vice Chair shall perform the 
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duties of the Chair when the Chair is absent.  In the event of a vacancy in 
the Chair’s position, the Vice Chair shall succeed as Chair for the balance 
of the Chair’s term and the MAC shall elect a successor to fill the vacancy 
in the Vice Chair’s position.  In the event of a vacancy in the Vice Chair’s 
position, the MAC shall elect a successor from its membership to fill the 
Vice Chair’s position for the remainder of the Vice Chair’s term.  If the 
Chair vacates the position prior to the end of his/her one-year 
appointment, the Vice Chair will be allowed to complete the vacated 
Chair’s term and one full year following the end of the vacated Chair’s 
term. 

 
The Chair may be elected for up to two consecutive terms, and again 
multiple times during their appointment term(s) provided there is a 
minimum of a one-year break after having served two consecutive terms. 

 
§4.2 Staff Support 
 

The CEO/General Manager of METRO shall determine the proper staff 
support for MAC meetings, if any, and furnish administrative personnel to 
prepare and distribute the MAC’s agendas, notices, minutes, 
correspondence and other materials. The METRO administrative 
personnel assigned to support the MAC shall maintain a record of all 
proceedings of the MAC as required by law and shall perform other 
support duties to the committee as assigned by the CEO/General 
Manager. The minutes of each meeting, when approved by the MAC shall 
be made available on the Santa Cruz METRO website on the MAC page.  
The METRO Board of Directors are encouraged to review these minutes 
after each MAC meeting. 

 
 

Article V 
MEETINGS 

 
§5.1 Regular Meetings 
 

Regular meetings of the MAC shall be held not more than once each 
calendar quarter (e.g.: March, June, September & December), on the third 
Wednesday of the month that is selected for the meeting.  Whenever a 
regular meeting falls on a holiday observed by METRO, the meeting shall 
be held on another day or canceled at the direction of the MAC.  A 
rescheduled regular meeting shall be designated a regular meeting.  With 
the approval of the CEO/General Manager, or at the direction of the 
METRO Board, the MAC may convene additional “Special” meetings 
during the calendar year to address time sensitive issues.  e.g.: service 
changes, fare increases, Fiscal Year Budget review.  All such “Special” 
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meetings shall be posted in compliance with Article V, Section 5.3 and 
Article 6, Section 6.4 below. 

 
At the MAC’s last meeting of the calendar year it shall establish a calendar 
of its regular meetings for the following year.  In election years when MAC 
members’ terms expire, it shall establish at the MAC’s last meeting of the 
calendar year the first meeting of the following year.  The remaining 
meetings for that calendar year shall be established once METRO Board 
appointments and/or reappointments have been made, establishing a 
quorum. MAC’s regular meeting schedule shall be posted on the METRO 
website once adopted by the MAC.   

 
§5.2  Calling and Noticing of Meetings 
 

All meetings shall be called, noticed and conducted in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act (commencing with 
Section 54950 of the Government Code).  The CEO/General Manager and 
METRO Counsel shall be given notice of all meetings.   

 
§5.3  Quorum; Vote 
 

The presence of a majority of the appointed (4) members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. However, when there are 
vacancies on the MAC the quorum shall be reduced to a majority of the 
number of Members appointed to the MAC with the provision that a 
quorum shall never be less than three (3) Members. All official acts of the 
MAC shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of members present, 
providing that a quorum is maintained at all times.   

 
§5.4  Thirty Minute Rule 
 

If a quorum has not been established within thirty minutes of the noticed 
starting time for the meeting, the Chair, or Vice Chair, shall declare the 
meeting cancelled. 

 
§5.5  Matters Not Listed On the Agenda Requiring Committee Action 
 

All items requiring MAC discussion and/or action are required to be posted 
on the Agenda and in compliance with Article V, Section 5.3 and Article 6, 
Section 6.4.   

 
§5.6  Time Limits for Speakers 
 

Each member of the public appearing at a MAC meeting shall be limited to 
three minutes in his or her presentation, unless the Chair, at his or her 
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discretion, permits further remarks to be made.  Any person addressing 
the MAC may submit written statements, petitions or other documents to 
complement his or her presentation. Public presentations that have been 
scheduled prior to the meeting with the MAC Chair shall not be subject to 
the time limits contained in this section. 

 
§5.7  Impertinence; Disturbance of Meeting 
 

Any person making personal, impertinent or indecorous remarks while 
addressing the MAC may, as the Chair’s discretion, have their testimony 
immediately terminated and may, at the Chair’s discretion, be barred from 
further appearance before the MAC at that meeting, unless permission to 
continue is granted by an affirmative majority vote of the MAC.  The Chair 
may order any person removed from the MAC meeting who causes a 
disturbance or interferes with the conduct of the meeting, and the Chair 
may direct the meeting room cleared when deemed necessary to maintain 
order. 

 
§5.8  Access to Public Records Distributed at Meetings 
 

Writings which are public records and which are distributed during a MAC 
meeting shall be made available for public inspection at the meeting if 
prepared by the METRO staff or a member of the MAC, or after the 
meeting if prepared by some other person.  In all instances, every effort 
shall be made to provide all writings in an accessible format.  Anyone 
having difficulties accessing specific documents should contact the 
METRO Administrative Office for assistance. 
 
Except as provided above, all public records requests for MAC records 
shall be made to Santa Cruz METRO pursuant to Santa Cruz METRO’s 
policies and procedures for the same. 

 
 

Article VI 
AGENDAS AND MEETING NOTICES 

 
§6.1 Agenda Format 
 

The agenda shall specify the location, starting time and anticipated ending 
time of each meeting.  Each matter to be considered by MAC shall contain 
a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted or 
discussed at the meeting.  The description shall be reasonably calculated 
to adequately inform the public of the subject matter of each agenda item. 
The agenda may include recommendations for MAC action as 
appropriate.   
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§6.2 Public Communications 
 

Each agenda for a regular meeting shall provide an opportunity for 
members of the public to address the MAC on matters of interest to the 
public either before or during the MAC’s consideration of the item, if it is 
listed on the agenda, or, if it is not listed on the agenda but is within the 
jurisdiction of the MAC, under the agenda item heading “Oral/Written 
Communications”. The MAC shall not act upon an item that is not listed on 
the agenda.  Each notice for a special meeting shall provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to directly address the MAC 
concerning any item that has been described in the notice for the meeting 
before or during consideration of that item. 

 
§6.3 Agenda Preparation 
 

The METRO administrative personnel assigned to the MAC shall prepare 
the agenda for each meeting.  One week prior to the posting date of the 
MAC Agenda, the MAC Chair will work with the assigned METRO 
administrative personnel to create a draft MAC Agenda.  Prior to finalizing 
the MAC Agenda, the MAC Chair, or Vice Chair, shall meet with the 
CEO/General Manager, either in person or by phone, to discuss the draft 
Agenda and to determine whether or not certain items should be included 
in the MAC Agenda.  Since the CEO/General Manager is responsible for 
oversight of METRO personnel and budget, the CEO/General Manager 
will have the final approval on the contents of the MAC Agenda, as it 
relates to all items requiring METRO staff support and compliance with the 
MAC Bylaws.  

 
§6.4 Agenda Posting and Delivery 
 

The written agenda for each regular meeting and each meeting continued 
for more than five calendar days shall be posted by the METRO Staff at 
least 72 hours before the meeting is scheduled to begin.  The written 
agenda for every special meeting shall be posted by the METRO Staff at 
least 24 hours before the special meeting is scheduled to begin.  The 
agenda shall be posted in a location that is freely accessible to members 
of the public.  The MAC agenda will also be posted to the METRO website 
(www.scmtd.com) under the Agency Information tab.   
 
The agenda together with supporting documents shall be transmitted to 
each MAC member, the CEO/General Manager and the METRO Counsel 
at least three days before each regular meeting and at least 24 hours 
before each special meeting. 
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Article VII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
§7.1 Adoption and Amendment of Bylaws 
 

These Bylaws shall be effective upon approval by the METRO Board of 
Directors and may be revised and amended only by the METRO Board of 
Directors.  The MAC shall have no authority to amend these Bylaws 
without approval by the Board of Directors 

 
§7.2 MAC Process 
 

The intent of the MAC is to provide consensus based advice and 
recommendations regarding all matters that have been referred to it by the 
METRO Board of Directors.  However, when such consensus cannot be 
reached, the Chair of MAC shall present a report that includes the majority 
consequences and provides a summary of the comments made by those 
who have not voted with the majority.  If no majority consensus is reached, 
then the report shall so state the same. 

 
Approved by Board of Directors:    September 26, 2003 

Revised for 10/24/03 
Revised for 12/19/03 
Amended/Adopted 12/19/03 
Amended/ Adopted 7/23/04 
Amended/Adopted 6/23/06 
Amended/Adopted 4/27/07 
Amended/Adopted 5/25/07 
Amended/Adopted 12/16/11 
Revised 01/22/16 – Effective 01/01/16 
Amended/Adopted 1/26/18 
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